Houston County Commissioners Meeting

February 6, 2013
Perry, Georgia
The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 6, 2013 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Mayor John Harley, Walton and Becky Wood, Ray and Mary Ann Bennett, Executive Director Ralph Nix and Deputy Director Laura Mathis of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission, Murray Griffin of Atlantic Coast Consulting, Jeanne Moyer of Advanced Disposal and County Attorney Tom Hall.  
Chairman Stalnaker led the audience in the Invocation.
Mr. Ray Bennett, US Army E-4 Specialist, shared his experiences during his years of service from 1959 to 1962.  Mr. Bennett stated that we live in what he considers to be one of the greatest countries in the world.  After voluntarily joining the Army in 1959 at the height of the Cold War, Mr. Bennett spent his time in missile defense.  He recounted being involved with the Hercules batteries, strategic nuclear-armed missiles, deployed in Byron, Georgia.  The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 was the pinnacle of the Cold War and the defense against a nuclear attack.  Mr. Bennett stated that the service provided great mentors for young men such as himself and that the structure, purpose and intent that his service in the Army gave him led him to public service later in life.  Mr. Bennett’s wife Mary Ann and his brother accompanied him to the Board meeting. 
Chairman Stalnaker and the Board thanked Mr. Bennett for his service to our country and then presented him with a proclamation of appreciation for his service as the Chairman of the Twiggs County Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Bennett served as Chairman from January 1, 2001 to December 31, 2012.  Chairman Stalnaker thanked Mr. Bennett for his spirit of cooperation and the friendship he shared with Houston County during his service to Twiggs County.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Executive Director Ralph Nix and Deputy Director Laura Mathis of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission who then presented Mr. Bennett with a plaque thanking him for his twelve years of service to the regional commission.

Mr. Nix then presented Commissioner McMichael with a plaque thanking him for over 30 years of service to the regional commission.  Mr. Nix commented that Commissioner McMichael has served in every capacity, including the chair, at the regional commission during that time.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of January 22, 2013.
Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1685 submitted by Ms. Erica Segraves.  The property is located at 110 Sparrow Street, Perry, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 109, of the 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 4, Block “B”, Section No.2 of Birdsong Acres Subdivision, consisting of 3.91 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Medical Billing Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1685. 
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Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating a medical billing business by way of electronic filing through a personal computer.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1685.

Ms. Erica Segraves, applicant, was present but did not wish to speak. There was no opposition.

Mr. Walker asked if she would operate under contract or on a free-lance basis.  Applicant stated that it would be free-lance.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1685.

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1687 submitted by Mr. Luther Brown.  The property is located at 128 Wessex Drive, Bonaire, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 43, of the 11th Land District of Houston County, Lot 22, Block “A”, Section No. 2 of Windsor Heights Subdivision, consisting of 0.46 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Pressure Washing & Fence Staining Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1687. 

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating a pressure-washing and fence staining business.

Mr. Walker asked where he would procure his supplies for the fence staining business.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would procure them from local home improvement stores. 

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1687.

Mr. Luther Brown, applicant, stated that he will have no employees and that he had a storage shed in his yard for storage of equipment.  There was no opposition.
Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all special exception applicants that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1687.

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1688 submitted by Deborah Kinman. The property is located at 153 Henson Road, Hawkinsville, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 9 & 10, 12th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, on a Plat of Survey for J.N. Stokes, consisting of 24.16 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Mobile Home Hardship with no change in zoning.  The Zoning & Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1688.

Houston County Board of Commissioners Continued on Page 672
Houston County Board of Commissioners Continued from Page 671
Mr. Andrews stated that the mobile home hardship is being requested due to health related issues.  The property is owned by Deborah Kinman and her mother-in-law is the individual requiring the assistance.
Mr. McMichael asked why the letter from the care provider was from Alabama.  Mr. Andrews stated that if the application was approved Ms. Kinman’s mother-in-law would be moving from the family farm in Alabama to Houston County.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1688.

Mr. Steve Kinman, the applicant’s husband, stated that his mother is 81-years old and has numerous ailments and that she would require assistance from the family on a daily basis.

There was no opposition.

Mr. Walker commended Mr. Kinman for looking after his mother.

There being no further public comments the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve application #1688.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1689 submitted by Crystal Malone.  The property is located at 107 Jubilee Circle, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 196, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 22, Block “D”, Section No. 1, Phase No. 2 in Peachtree Estates Subdivision, consisting of .587 acres. Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Virtual Marketing Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1689.  

Ms. Crystal Malone, the applicant was present but did not wish to speak.  There was no opposition.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1689.

There being no public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1689.  

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to reappoint Neal Rearden to another term on the Middle Georgia Regional Development Authority.  Mr. Reardon’s term will expire on February 21, 2016.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to reappoint Arthur Clarke Jr. to another term on the Zoning & Appeals Board.  Mr. Clarke’s term will expire on June 5, 2016.

Mr. Barry Holland, Director of Administration gave a first reading of an Alcohol License Application submitted by Mahendra M. Patel representing Jay Santoshi, Inc., dba as the E-Z Buy convenience store for the retail sale of beer and wine located at 200 Hwy. 96, Bonaire, GA. Chairman Stalnaker acknowledged the presence of the applicant, Mahendra M. Patel, and Kanu Dodia. The property is zoned C-2.  A second reading and public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on February 19, 2013 in Warner Robins after which the Commissioners will vote on the issue.  The applicant, Mr. Mahendra M. Patel, was present and stated that the store should be ready by next month.
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County Attorney Tom Hall gave a first reading of an Amendment to Code Section 19-2 Transient Vendors, Solicitors and Peddlers.  This Amendment will add sub-sections E through K to the existing ordinance.  These additional sub-sections add specific language that will allow the Sheriff’s office to run national background checks through the FBI’s NCIC system on all transient vendors, solicitors or peddlers.  A second reading will be held at the February 19, 2013 Board meeting before action may be taken.
Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the Court Reporter contract as standard form as attached to a memo from Personnel Director Ken Carter dated January 30, 2013 and to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign executed contracts.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to table the resolution amending speed limits on all unincorporated State Routes for further review.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a Declaration of Taking to acquire Parcel 130 for the right-of-way and easements necessary to widen that section of Feagin Mill Road.  The property in question belongs to Public Service Towers, Inc. and is valued at $6,125.  
Mr. Stalnaker stated that the Feagin Mill Road project contract will be let at the next Commissioners meeting on February 19th.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize the Chairman to sign Contract Change Order #1 on the Wimberly Road construction contract with no additional time for completion.  The change order will result in a $20,422.28 increase to the current contract price of $212,993.85 bringing the new contract price to $233,416.13.  This project is funded by the 2001 SPLOST.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize the County Comptroller to amend the FY2013 General Fund Budget to reflect the purchase of computer equipment for the Probate Court using the Law Library Funds as follows:

Increase Revenue Line Item #39.1200, Transfer in:
    $16,267.68

            Increase Line Item #2450-53.1600, Small equipment:   $16,267.68 

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $2,761,836.96.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Mayor John Harley of Centerville and Murray Griffin of Atlantic Coast Consulting.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
There being no public comments the meeting was continued.
Mr. McMichael reminded Jeanne Moyer of Advance Disposal, who was in attendance, that per the terms of our contract, no garbage pick-up was to commence before 7:00 a.m.  Commissioner McMichael noted that he had personally observed a truck in a particular neighborhood operating before that time.
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Chairman Stalnaker asked Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar and County Attorney Tom Hall to update the Board on the status of right-of-way acquisition on the Highway 41 widening project.  Mr. Hall indicated that there would likely be six condemnations coming to the next Commissioners meeting on February 19th.  Chairman Stalnaker reminded both that the contract on that job was to let on March 19th and that all right-of-way acquisition needed to be accomplished by that date.
Chairman Stalnaker stated that he has been informed by the GDOT that several phases of the Highway 96 widening project were to be let beginning in May 2013 through sometime in 2014.  He also relayed that at a recent meeting with the DOT there were many complimentary things said about Houston County’s progress completing necessary roadwork during the last 10 years.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to enter into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter.

The Board reentered into open session with no action taken.  The Chairman is authorized and directed to execute an affidavit in compliance with O.C.G.A.§15-14-4(b) confirming that to the best of the Board’s knowledge and based upon the advice of the County Attorney that said subject matter of closed session was devoted to matters within the exceptions provided by law.  Said affidavit shall be included with the official minutes of the meeting and shall be in the form as required by the state.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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